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PERFORMANCE OF THE INSTITUTION IN PROVIDING CLINICAL LEGAL 

EDUCATION TO ITS STUDENTS 

Clinical legal education (CLE) is an essential component of modern legal education that 

emphasizes practical training and experiential learning. It aims to bridge the gap between 

theoretical knowledge and real-world legal practice, preparing students for the challenges they will 

face as legal professionals. The effectiveness of an institution in delivering clinical legal education 

can significantly impact students’ preparedness for the legal field. This essay will explore the 

performance of institutions in providing CLE, highlighting key aspects such as curriculum design, 

student engagement, partnerships, assessment methods, and the outcomes for students. 

1. Curriculum Design 

A well-structured curriculum is in place integrating clinical courses within the broader legal 

education framework, ensuring that students gain a comprehensive understanding of both 

theoretical concepts and practical skills.  The syllabus is framed by the University of Mumbai as 

per Bar Council of India (BCI) Guidelines.  The College ensures the syllabus is diligently 

implemented. 

Example: The curriculum comprising of clinical courses helps students to excel in legal drafting, 

negotiation skills, and moot court competitions. By embedding these courses within the 

curriculum, students apply theoretical knowledge in practical scenarios, enhancing their 

understanding of legal principles. 
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Clinical Courses: 

a) Drafting, Pleading and Conveyance 

b) Professional Ethics and Professional Accounting System 

c) Alternate Dispute Resolution 

d) Moot Court Exercise and Internship 

2. Student Engagement 

Active student participation is crucial for the success of clinical legal education. The College has 

created an environment with the help of Alumni that encourages students to engage with real 

clients and legal issues. This is achieved through legal clinics, internships, and pro bono work. 

Example: The legal clinic at D.T.S.S. College of Law provides students with opportunities to 

work on real cases under the supervision of experienced faculty members, Alumni and practicing 

Advocates. Students engage directly with clients, conduct interviews, and participate in case 

preparation, allowing them to apply their knowledge in a real-world context. This engagement 

fosters critical thinking and enhances students’ ability to navigate complex legal issues. 

3. Partnerships and Collaborations 

Collaborations with Legal practitioners, and Law Firms have enhanced the clinical legal education 

experience. These partnerships have provided students with access to resources, mentorship, and 

real-world legal challenges. 
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Example: The College has established partnerships with Law Firms and Practicing Advocates, 

enabling students to participate in community service initiatives and gain exposure to diverse legal 

areas. Through these partnerships, students can work on cases involving family law, consumer 

protection, and human rights, broadening their understanding of legal practice.  One notable 

collaboration is with <Legal Network=, a Law Firm in Chandigarh, which enables students to gain 

exposure through online internships.  Online internships offer flexibility, allowing students to 

balance their academic commitments with practical learning.  The online format enables them to work 

on assignments and attend virtual meetings with the law firm, ensuring they can gain valuable experience 

without compromising their studies. 

4. Assessment Methods 

Assessment in clinical legal education focuses on evaluating both the process and the outcome of 

students’ work. The College employs various assessment methods to gauge students’ skills, 

competencies, and ethical considerations.  Unlike traditional legal education, which often relies 

heavily on written examinations and theoretical evaluations, CLE emphasizes practical skills and 

experiential learning. 

Example: The College evaluate students through various submissions and practical presentations, 

ensuring a comprehensive understanding of both legal theory and practice.  This comprehensive 

approach to assessment not only enhances students’ learning experiences but also ensures they are 

equipped with the necessary skills to navigate the complexities of legal practice. 
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5. Outcomes for Students 

The ultimate goal of Clinical Legal Education is to equip students with the skills and knowledge 

necessary for successful legal practice. The outcomes of effective CLE can be seen in several key 

areas: 

a. Practical Skills Development 

Students who engage in CLE develop essential practical skills that are critical for their future 

careers. These skills include legal research, drafting, negotiation, and client communication. 

Example: A student involved in the legal clinic at the College may work on drafting legal 

documents for a client facing eviction. Through this experience, the student gains hands-on 

experience in legal writing, enhances their understanding of the eviction process, and learns how 

to communicate effectively with clients. 

b. Ethical Awareness and Professionalism 

Clinical legal education instills a sense of professional ethics and responsibility in students. By 

working with real clients, students encounter ethical dilemmas that require them to apply legal 

ethics in practice. 

Example: During their clinical work, students at the College face situations where they must 

balance client confidentiality with the duty to report illegal activities.  
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Such experiences help students develop a deeper understanding of ethical considerations in legal 

practice and prepare them to navigate similar dilemmas in their future careers. 

c. Improved Confidence and Professional Identity 

Participating in CLE helps students build confidence in their legal skills and develop a professional 

identity. Engaging with clients and working on real cases can boost students' self-esteem and their 

perception of their role as future lawyers. 

Example: Students in Legal Camps directly interact with the clients under the supervision of the 

Teachers, Alumni and Practicing Advocates. This newfound confidence shape their professional 

identity and motivate them to pursue a career in various facets of practice such as dispute 

resolution, Counsellors etc. 

Conclusion 

The performance of the College in providing Clinical Legal Education plays a crucial role in 

shaping the future of the students. The College serves as a model for integrating Clinical Legal 

Education into its curriculum, offering students invaluable experiences that enhance their legal 

knowledge and practical skills. As the legal profession continues to evolve, institutions must 

prioritize clinical education to ensure that their graduates are equipped to meet the demands of a 

dynamic legal landscape. 
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